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Abstract

This research is a bioarchaeological examination of the biocultural manifestation of Mycenaean cultural identity in the Late Bronze Age (ca. 1600-1100 BCE) rock cut chamber tomb cemetery of Golemi Agios Georgios (“Golemi”) in central Greece. Biological correlates for Mycenaean cultural identity were identified from current archaeological narratives of Mycenean cultural identity. A biological profile including the minimum number of individuals, age, sex, cranial and dental non-metric traits, non-specific indicators of disease, activity markers, and evidence for cranial trauma was developed for each tomb. The results of these analyses were used to explore the extent to which the mortuary community of Golemi embodied the archaeologically defined Mycenaean cultural identity. Hierarchical Bayesian analysis was used to examine whether some tombs demonstrated significantly more or less of a given skeletal trait. Chi-square and Fisher’s exact tests for independence investigated possible relationships between age, sex, social status, and various indicators of health. The results of all analyses were combined to identify potential spatial relationships between tombs in the cemetery. The results of these analyses indicate that the individuals of Golemi do embody Mycenaean cultural identity, but the extent to which each tomb expresses this identity is variable. Contrary to the overt image of male dominance in Mycenaean cultural identity, females and males are equally represented in the cemetery and female individuals, on average, survived longer than did male individuals. The special treatment of some juveniles and their variable presence in tombs indicates that including juveniles was a highly individualized decision. A significant relationship between non-specific indicators of disease and status was observed suggesting a spectrum of social statuses existed among the tomb groups. The location of wealthy, healthy tomb groups next to relatively poor, less healthy groups may indicate that social networks dictated burial placement rather than familial relationships, thereby reflecting the networked nature of Mycenean culture. Finally, the persistence of Golemi throughout tumultuous periods of the Late Bronze Age suggests that the community was able to successfully adapt to the changing social climate.
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