1. Title of Dataset 

Alabama Taxation and Changing Discourse from Reconstruction to Redemption 

2. Author Information

Principal Investigator Contact Information
        Name: Kasey Henricks
           Institution: University of Tennessee at Knoxville
           Address: 1115 Volunteer Blvd.; 901 McClung Tower; Knoxville, TN 37996
           Email: henricks@utk.edu

3. Date of data collection (single date, range, approximate date)

2014-2016

4. Geographic location of data collection (where was data collected?): 

Montgomery, Alabama

5. Information about funding sources that supported the collection of the data:

Doctoral Dissertation Research Improvement Grant, Law and Social Sciences (SES-1424422)

6. Abstract/description of the dataset:

At their most basic level taxes carry, in the words of Schumpeter ([1918] 1991), “the thunder of history” (p. 101). They say something about the ever-changing structures of social, economic, and political life. Taxes offer a blueprint, in both symbolic and concrete terms, for uncovering the most fundamental arrangements in society – stratification included. The historical retellings captured within these data highlight the politics of taxation in Alabama from 1856 to 1901, including conflicts over whom money is expended upon as well as struggles over who carries their fair share of the tax burden. The selected timeline overlaps with the formation of five of six constitutions adopted in the State of Alabama, including 1861, 1865, 1868, 1875, and 1901. Having these years as the focal point makes for an especially meaningful case study, given how much these constitutional formations made the state a site for much political debate. These data contain 5,121 pages of periodicals from newspapers throughout the state, including: Alabama Sentinel, Alabama State Intelligencer, Alabama State Journal, Athens Herald, Daily Alabama Journal, Daily Confederation, Elyton Herald, Mobile Daily Tribune, Mobile Tribune, Mobile Weekly Tribune, Morning Herald, Nationalist, New Era, Observer, Tuscaloosa Observer, Tuskegee News, Universalist Herald, and Wilcox News and Pacificator. The contemporary relevance of these historical debates manifests in Alabama’s current constitution which was adopted in 1901. This constitution departs from well-established conventions of treating the document as a legal framework that specifies a general role of governance but is firm enough to protect the civil rights and liberties of the population. Instead, it stands more as a legislative document, or procedural straightjacket, that preempts through statutory material what regulatory action is possible by the state. These barriers included a refusal to establish a state board of education and enact a tax structure for local education in addition to debt and tax limitations that constrained government capacity more broadly. Prohibitive features like these are among the reasons that, by 2020, the 1901 Constitution has been amended nearly 1,000 times since its adoption. However, similar procedural barriers have been duplicated across the U.S. since (e.g., California’s Proposition 13 of 1978). 

Reference:
Schumpeter, Joseph. [1918] 1991. “The Crisis of the Tax State.” Pp. 99-140 in The Economics and Sociology of Capitalism, edited by Richard Swedberg. Princeton University Press.


7: Keywords for the dataset (provide 3 - 5):

Alabama, taxation, public finance, discourse, newspapers

--------------------------
SHARING/ACCESS INFORMATION
-------------------------- 

1. Licenses/restrictions placed on the data:

No restrictions

2. Links to publications that cite or use the data:

Henricks, Kasey and David G. Embrick. 2017. State Looteries: Historical Continuities, Rearticulations of Racism, and American Taxation. New York, NY: Routledge. 

3. Links to other publicly accessible locations of the data:

These data are housed in a microfilm database by the Alabama Department of Archives and History. The complete reference guide is available via a searchable interface here:
· https://archives.alabama.gov/newsmicro/search.cfm

4. Links/relationships to ancillary data sets:

· n/a

5. Was data derived from another source?
           If yes, list source(s):

· Data were derived from 35mm microfilm collections housed at the Alabama Department of Archives and History. 

6. Recommended citation for the data:

Henricks, Kasey. 2021. Alabama Taxation and Changing Discourse from Reconstruction to Redemption. Tennessee Research and Creative Exchange: University of Tennessee. https://trace.tennessee.edu/. 

---------------------
DATA & FILE OVERVIEW
---------------------

1. File List
A. Filenames: 
· 1856 – 1878 – MISC – pages 0001-0068
· 1856 – 1878 – MISC – pages 0069-0168
· 1856 – 1878 – MISC – pages 0169-0268
· 1856 – 1878 – MISC – pages 0269-0306
Short description: These files contain 306 pages of issues spanning from May 1856 to July 1878 published by several outlets throughout Alabama. These include The Elyton Herald (August 25, 1871) in Jefferson, The Athens Herald (May through July 1856) in Limestone, The New Era (April 11 & 20, 1866) in Marengo, The Morning Herald (March 23, 1865) in Marengo, Mobile Weekly Tribune (November 1868 through December 1872) in Mobile, Alabama State Journal (March 1875 through April 1877) in Montgomery, Daily Confederation (July through August 1860) in Montgomery, The Tuscaloosa Observer (August 1861 through October 1871) in Tuscaloosa, The Observer (April through September 1864) in Tuscaloosa, and Wilcox News and Pacificator (July 1878) in Wilcox.

B. Filenames:
· 1859-1890 – HERALD – pages 0001-0100
· 1859-1890 – HERALD – pages 0101-0200
· 1859-1890 – HERALD – pages 0201-0300
· 1859-1890 – HERALD – pages 0301-0400
· 1859-1890 – HERALD – pages 0401-0500
· 1859-1890 – HERALD – pages 0501-0600
· 1859-1890 – HERALD – pages 0601-0681
Short description: These files contain 681 pages of issues spanning from August 1859 to June 1890 published by The Universalist Herald, a newspaper founded in 1847 by C. F. R. Shehane in Montgomery, Alabama. 

C. Filename: 
· 1866 – TUSKEGEE – pages 0001-0016
Short description: The file contains 16 pages of the September 27, 1866 issue published by The Tuskegee News, a newspaper founded in 1865 by A. F. Henderson & Co in Tuskegee, Alabama.  

D. Filename: 
· 1869 – NATIONALIST – pages 0001-0022
Short description: The file contains 22 pages of select issues published between January and June 1869 by The Nationalist, a newspaper founded in 1865 under the leadership of J. Silsby in Mobile, Alabama. 

E. Filenames: 
· 1869 – 1870 – JOURNAL – pages 0001-0100
· 1869 – 1870 – JOURNAL – pages 0101-0200
· 1869 – 1870 – JOURNAL – pages 0201-0287
Short description: These files contain 287 pages of issues spanning from January 1869 to December 1870 published by Alabama State Journal, a newspaper founded in 1869 in Montgomery, Alabama. 

F. Filenames: 
· 1871 – 1872 – JOURNAL – pages 0001-0100
· 1871 – 1872 – JOURNAL – pages 0101-0200
· 1871 – 1872 – JOURNAL – pages 0201-0237
Short description: These files contain 237 pages of issues spanning from January 1871 to December 1872 published by Alabama State Journal, a newspaper founded in 1869 in Montgomery, Alabama. 

G. Filenames: 
· 1874 – TRIBUNE – pages 0001-0100
· 1874 – TRIBUNE – pages 0100-0124
Short description: These files contain 124 pages of issues spanning from October to December 1874 published by Mobile Daily Tribune, a newspaper founded during the 1850s by Ballentyne, Middleton & Co. in Mobile, Alabama.

H. Filenames:
· 1875 – JOURNAL – pages 0001-0100
· 1875 – JOURNAL – pages 0101-0200
· 1875 – JOURNAL – pages 0201-0300
· 1875 – JOURNAL – pages 0301-0400
· 1875 – JOURNAL – pages 0401-0500
· 1875 – JOURNAL – pages 0501-0600
· 1875 – JOURNAL – pages 0601-0700
· 1875 – JOURNAL – pages 0701-0723
Short description: These files contain 723 pages of issues spanning from March to October 1875 published by Alabama State Journal, a newspaper founded in 1869 in Montgomery, Alabama. 

I. Filenames:
· 1875 – TRIBUNE – pages 0001-0100
· 1875 – TRIBUNE – pages 0101-0200
· 1875 – TRIBUNE – pages 0201-0300
· 1875 – TRIBUNE – pages 0301-0344
Short description: These files contain 344 pages of issues spanning from January to June 1875 published by The Mobile Daily Tribune, a newspaper founded during the 1850s by Ballentyne, Middleton & Co. in Mobile, Alabama. 

J. Filenames:
· 1875 – 1876 – JOURNAL – pages 0001-0100
· 1875 – 1876 – JOURNAL – pages 0101-0200
· 1875 – 1876 – JOURNAL – pages 0201-0300
· 1875 – 1876 – JOURNAL – pages 0301-0400
· 1875 – 1876 – JOURNAL – pages 0401-0500
· 1875 – 1876 – JOURNAL – pages 0501-0600
· 1875 – 1876 – JOURNAL – pages 0601-0700
· 1875 – 1876 – JOURNAL – pages 0701-0709
Short description: These files contain 709 pages of issues spanning from October 1875 to May 1876 published by Alabama State Journal, a newspaper founded in 1869 in Montgomery, Alabama. 

K. Filenames:
· 1875b – TRIBUNE – pages 0001-0100
· 1875b – TRIBUNE – pages 0101-0200
· 1875b – TRIBUNE – pages 0201-0300
· 1875b – TRIBUNE – pages 0301-0342
Short description: These files contain 342 pages of issues spanning from June to December 1875 published by The Mobile Daily Tribune, a newspaper founded during the 1850s by Ballentyne, Middleton & Co. in Mobile, Alabama.

L. Filenames:
· 1876 – JOURNAL – pages 0001-0100
· 1876 – JOURNAL – pages 0101-0200
· 1876 – JOURNAL – pages 0201-0300
· 1876 – JOURNAL – pages 0301-0400
· 1876 – JOURNAL – pages 0401-0500
· 1876 – JOURNAL – pages 0501-0600
· 1876 – JOURNAL – pages 0601-0700
· 1876 – JOURNAL – pages 0701-0800
· 1876 – JOURNAL – pages 0801-0830
Short description: These files contain 830 pages of issues spanning from May to December 1876 published by Alabama State Journal, a newspaper founded in 1869 in Montgomery, Alabama. 

M. Filenames: 
· 1876 – TRIBUNE – pages 0001-0100
· 1876 – TRIBUNE – pages 0101-0200
· 1876 – TRIBUNE – pages 0201-0300
· 1876 – TRIBUNE – pages 0301-0350
Short description: These files contain 350 pages of issues spanning from January to June 1876 published by The Mobile Daily Tribune, a newspaper founded during the 1850s by Ballentyne, Middleton & Co. in Mobile, Alabama.

N. Filenames:
· 1876b – TRIBUNE – pages 0001-0100
· 1876b – TRIBUNE – pages 0101-0150
Short description: These files contain 150 pages of issues spanning from October to December 1876 published by The Mobile Daily Tribune, a newspaper founded during the 1850s by Ballentyne, Middleton & Co. in Mobile, Alabama.

2. Relationship between files:
Each file stands on its own to represent the designated time period of a specific periodical. 

3. Additional related data collected that was not included in the current data package:

n/a

4. Are there multiple versions of the dataset? yes/no

no

--------------------------
METHODOLOGICAL INFORMATION
--------------------------

1. Description of methods used for collection/generation of data: 
<Include links or references to publications or other documentation containing experimental design or protocols used in data collection>

The dataset is comprised by periodical materials that include a textual sum of news articles, editorials, satirical prints, photographs, advertisements, and public announcements, among other items. Upon collections of the aforementioned texts, these documents were not conceptualized in an abstract manner where discourse is uncoupled from action, but as products and reflections of historically situated social activity (Heritage 1984). Seen this way, they represent portals into the socially contested historical terrain of contestations over taxation. The reliability and validity of these accounts can be scrutinized through the triangulation of sources, where claims-making strategies can be cross-referenced and validated (Denzin 1978). The multiplicity of documents that report on common events and developments permits researchers to perform a holistic assessment of the ideological nature of tax debate, how discourses can be seen from multiple perspectives, which outcomes they spawned, and above all, what role social conflict plays in these processes.

References:

Denzin, Norman K. 1978. Sociological Methods: A Sourcebook. McGraw-Hill. 

Heritage, John. 1984. Garfinkel and Ethnomethodology. Polity. 

2. Methods for processing the data: <describe how the submitted data were generated from the raw or collected data>

Using Optical Character Recognition technology, all the microfilm of newspapers housed at the Alabama Department of Department of Archives and History were digitized in a word-searchable pdf format at 300 dpi in 256 grayscale. These documents comprise the sampling frame from which files were selected on the basis of whether they contained the word “tax” to ensure the contents therein are related to matters of taxation. 

3. Instrument- or software-specific information needed to interpret the data:

These data are compatible with any software that can process files in a pdf format. 

4. Standards and calibration information, if appropriate:

n/a

5. Environmental/experimental conditions:

n/a

6. Describe any quality-assurance procedures performed on the data:

n/a

7. People involved with sample collection, processing, analysis and/or submission:

Kasey Henricks was responsible for sample collection, processing, and submission. 

Creekside Digital was commissioned to convert the 35mm microfilm rolls to digitial files in a word-searchable pdf format. 


-----------------------------------------
DATA-SPECIFIC INFORMATION FOR: [FILENAME]
-----------------------------------------
<create sections for each dataset (or file if appropriate) included>


1. Number of variables:

n/a 

2. Number of cases/rows: 

n/a 

3. Variable List

n/a

4. Missing data codes:
      
n/a

5. Specialized formats of other abbreviations used

n/a
