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I’m still trying to figure out Zoom. Alright, so this is a recorded of a research study survey on science data management. We are interviewing as a science data management personnel and we want to get to know you, your job, and your career. This is completely voluntary and your responses will be kept completely confidential. And I want to reconfirm that you read the consent form I forwarded you.
Yeah.
OK, and I did get a copy of that back. Would you start by stating your name and current job title?
Um my name is (…) and I’m um a librarian at the (…).
How many years in total have you been working in your current position?
Um, let’s see… um…
*Long pause*
I was hired in 2004 and I became a full professor in 2013.
So, we can say you’ve been with the University of (…) for about 16 years?
Yeah.
OK. How many years in total have you been working with earth science data, including any um higher education you received?
With… in addition to the University (…)?
Um, so how many years in total have you been working with earth science data in general?
Um…well that would be the 16 years I’ve been here. And prior to that… let’s see…well, prior to that I worked with um… geology but not necessarily um atmo—um meteorology.
Well that counts! I mean, it’s all earth science.
Yeah!
Do you have an estimate of how many years in total you’ve been working with both meteorology and geology data?
Oh, let’s see. Then it would be… OK, I graduated in…
*Long pause*
If you want, you could give me a rough estimate.
It’s probably been more than 20 years.
So, for a good portion—
I think I got my degree in 1997 but I’d have to look it up.
So, a good portion of your career as a librarian was with earth science data?
Yeah.
OK. Did you know any earth science—did you study any earth sciences when you were um in school at all?
Yes.
Before becoming a librarian?
Yes, I have a degree in geology from the University of (…).
OK. … Describe your work setting that you’re in, including any tools and resource you use?
Pardon?
The next question I have is describe your work setting including tools and resources that you use. I know it can be a little vague so if you want me to clarify—
Yeah.
We’re just looking for physical settings and then tools such as computers or software that you might use. Other pieces of technology…
Oh, yeah. Um let’s see, um I do, um I’m responsible for GIS so I have all the software for that on my computer. And then I oversee um what we call the geology library which includes earth and atmospheric science and meteorology. And we have three stations there with all the um GIS software on it.
Do you use a VPN at all? Do you work from home at all?
Yeah, we have VPN. Sometimes I work from home. I’m handicap so sometimes when the weather is bad, I work from home.
OK. So, you said you got your degree in biology—
No, geology.
Geology! I’m so sorry. Um do you have any other degrees besides your master’s in um…?
Well I have a library science degree.
OK. So those are the only two degrees that you hold?
No, I have another one in English.
OK! Do you have any certifications?
… No. …I mean I’ve gone; I’ve been certified um some different GIS applications.
Do you have any other trainings that you took that are applicable to performing your job?
Uh… no I worked in a lab for a long time, a research lab in geosciences at the University of (…).
Tell me about some of the tasks you complete on a daily basis.
Pardon?
Tell me about some of the tasks that you complete on a daily basis.
Well, um, mostly um my responsibility is collections. I oversee two branches, the geology library and another branch. And then um we’ve done a lot of reorganizing here at (…) and um moving the collections and that *inaudible*. So that is a lot of my work is looking at our different collection and what we’re withdrawing from the system and that type of thing. And then I also teach um what we call BI sessions. And I teach one, two, the grad students in geology and meteorology every year—at the beginning of every year. That’s the main one I teach.
is that a seminar class?
Um…yeah, I mean they all attend it.
And what does BI stand for?
Oh, bibliographic instruction.
OK. Do both undergraduate and graduate students take this?
No. This one that I teach is just grad students. It’s an introduction to the incoming grad students every year. We go through and show them the different databases where they can find information and give them a tour of the library. Of the geology library.
Would you say that’s the most interaction that you have with graduate students? Or do they reach out to you for other uh services?
Well that’s where I’m introduced to them and—and then they will contact me if they, if they need to meet or do additional research. Usually they contact through email.
Do you interact with undergraduate students at all?
Uh…not necessarily, no.
OK.
Well… we do have these things, this one program called (…) scholars and those are undergraduate students. So yes, I work with them, or they contact, they have a special project they’re working on and they have to meet with a librarian as part of that project. And their subject area now, it’s not always…earth and atmospheric science students because I also oversee math and I oversee computer engineering so if any of their students are in that program, they will contact me. And those are undergrads.
So how many different programs do you oversee? You mentioned geology and atmospheric science and now um engineering.
Um…let’s see, I see geography, um… *pause* Well, OK, computer science, geography, um…geology and all the subdisciplines of geology which include hydrology and all that. And then the meteorology and oceanography.
Sounds like you cover all of them!
Yeah! *laughs* There are a lot!
*both laugh*
We have a lot of retirements coming up so I don’t know what additional things I’m gonna have to do!
So, how big is your staff then, if you now oversee all of these different science majors?
How big is what?
How big is your staff? Like, how many other people do you work with?
Um I don’t have any other people. We have students that do—that are available on the day to day basis in the branch libraries. They sit at the desk and if there’s any people that come in with questions.
Are there any other librarians like yourself that are subject specific?
In—At (…), yeah.
OK. You said that you’re a professor librarian. So, do you then—are required to perform research? Are you required to publish papers, give presentations, go to conferences?
Yeah, I do research.
Do you participate in any committees on campus or any professional organizations?
Oh yeah, those are required.
Do you have an example of one that you would like to share?
Well let’s see, the—probably the one that’s most related to you is um geosciences association[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Most likely the Geological Society of America. I did not clarify.] 

And then besides some of the library activities you mentioned earlier, do you any other—do you do anything else for the library?
Pardon?
Besides some of the tasks that you do in the library, say collection development, is there anything else that you do within the library? As part of your job?
Uh…Besides what I already mentioned, I think.
OK, I wasn’t sure if I missed anything. You seemed pretty thorough so far! … Are there any tasks that you complete on a weekly basis?
No, we have um … uh scheduled office hours…but I don’t much people coming in.
Are there any tasks that you perform on a less frequent basis, say monthly or every other month, or a few times a semester?
Um…well, other than what I mentioned, we have I’m a member in the um state organization for GIS and they meet um about once a month or so and I attend those meetings.
Are you involved with any other associations?
Yeah, there’s quite a few.
Would you care to name some of them?
For—other than the—OK the geosciences society, the Nebraska state GIS uh association, um then let’s see…um… I belong to some of the map societies, I can’t…
That was on campus you said.
No these are national and international…
*pause*
Is that all of them?
Um, I’m just kind of thinking—
OK!
There’s some, there’s some—the map one is an international one. Um…geoscience society we already talked about…I think those are the major ones.
So, besides that class you said you teach at the beginning of the semester, are there any other classes that you teach? Maybe workshops?
Yeah, I usually do workshops, they’re usually on GIS. So…
Is there a skill that you found important that you learned on the job?
*long pause*
Well I guess at teaching you, you always kind of have to be prepared for, for computer you know technology problems so I kind of always have a backup plan when I teach, in case a network goes down or people can’t get into their computers or whatever they need. I learned that.
Is there a skill that you wish you knew about be—before starting in your position?
Pardon?
Is there a skill that you wish you knew about prior to starting in your position?
Um, not necessarily, no.
OK. Do you have a recommendation for a skill to learn prior to starting in a job like yours?
Well I think people need to be uh you know need to keep up with the technology. They need to, whatever they can do, in terms of technology.
Do you use any open source software?
… thinking…
And if you do, do you find it beneficial?
Well there is. We’ve uh used in again an GIS software, Q I think it’s called?
QGIS?
Yeah. … and most of our licensing here on this campus is ESRI, so that’s what’s on all our computers.
What kind of software do you use for your data management systems?
… Oh…
Do you use programs like Microsoft Access or anything else?
I have—I’ve used Access and Excel but they you know now we’re going to a new um… *hums* The library is changing the vendor for their catalog and they’re using um…oh I forget what it’s called, the vendor. We’re *inaudible* and we’re going into uh… I can’t think of the name, of the new vendor.
Do you do any sort of outreach to campus students, to the public, to faculty members?
Yeah, we usually um…I did at the beginning of the year, we’ll send—we send out packets to the new faculty, uh saying what we’re available to do.
*Talk simultaneously*
Go ahead.
Um, there is this day called Big Red day or something—I don’t know what it is—we all kind of sit out on the first day—the first couple days of school in the breezeway and talk to students as they come through and hand out information about the libraries.
How else do you communicate with your students? Do you use social media or do you directly email them?
I used mostly email. Other people—other librarians that are sort of more into—we have a whole department that’s just basically for that. And they contact out and they contact out every um like they put together what’s happening in the libraries and then they, and then they send it out to us to email to the—what’s called the liaison. So, for every department or college that I work with, there is one person I contact to tell them about library things.
How often would you say you collaborate with fellow faculty members in the library and outside the library?
I’d say I probably have two people a week that I worked with, that will have questions or need help.
And that’s for staff collaboration? Do you work with others to complete--?
Yeah that’s mostly faculty that will get in touch with me and then maybe they’ll have a student that needs help but it’s the faculty that gets in touch and then you get in touch with the student.
When you perform your research, what kind of research are you working on?
My research has mostly been GIS. Um… I published a bibliography of, of all the um gray literature on the Ogallala Aquifer. Um, that’s probably my biggest project that we’ve done. Um, I’m currently working on some research on some maps.
Let’s see…
So, all the maps in the…university are housed in the geology library and I oversee that, I oversee them.
In addition to what you mentioned earlier, are there any tasks that you, that you complete in your job that are not associated with being a librarian?
Uh…no.
How much prior knowledge you would say is required for a job like yours?
… Well quite a bit. I mean, it’s a very specialized um area and like I said I had that professional—that degree plus working in a lab so I think that um it being hard for somebody coming in who had no background in geology or maps and do this.
So, you really emphasize on having prior knowledge in a specific field before becoming a librarian?
Yeah.
What other library experience do you have prior to working before—at uh University of (…)?
Pardon?
Do you have any other library experience prior to working at the University of (…)?
Yes, I worked at the University of (…). I worked at um (…) State. And then when I was a student, I worked as a student at the University of (…).
*Long pause*
Sorry, my professor stopped me in the hallway. Um where do you see this field going, being a science librarian?
Um, I think that, that is one that’s in demand. I think whenever the jobs come out, you know any science librarian, or anybody with any kind of experience in science goes right to the top.
Do you work with any repositories on campus?
Yes, we have a repos—a repository.
And do you help students and faculty navigate that repository?
Do I help them?
Yeah.
Uh no we have people that, that man it all the time. I mean I tell people to go to there and look in it.
So, you don’t directly help students deposit their data into these repositories?
No, we have two fulltime people that work—that work on our repository that does that.
Do you have any bits of wisdom for future science librarians and future science data managers?
Pardon?
Do you have any bits of wisdoms for future students in this career?
Well, I, I mean, I thinking of the jobs (…) has out right now is, is a, there’s we’re hiring a position to do uh to uh do the data to—and to do the for example, how people put their GIS data together that they need for NSF and that type of thing. So, I think that type of thing is the future there. Data management is, is a big thing.
How important would you say to know skills such as people skills or soft skills?
Uh well, I think librarians have people skills. I think that’s why they get interested in the profession, because they’re doing what they like, being around people.
Did you have any practicums or internships experiences that prepared you to be a librarian?
Um…like I said, when I was at the University of (…), I worked as, I worked as a student. And one of the things, one of the—like *inaudible* um…you know this is really old technology but the...the school library science had their own um, computer uh lab and I worked in that.
And my last question is, is there anything else you’d like to include in your profile, as a science data manager?
Pardon?
Is there anything else you’d like to include that I may not have asked you?
No, that’s, that’s all I can think of right now.
That’s all you can think of, OK! Well then, I’m going to stop this recording. Because those are all the questions, I have for you today.
END OF RECORDING
